Allergy to an environmental antigen, particularly cows' milk, is one of many explanations for sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS).1 This suggestion has been supported by a strong family history of atopic disease in a retrospective survey of SIDS,2 and a high prevalence of IgE antibodies to Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus, Aspergillus fumigatus, and bovine P-lactoglobulin in cases of SIDS3. Atopy is an antigen-nonspecific vulnerability to react damagingly to environmental allergens which results from immunodeficiency,4 so the association of SIDS with atopy raises the possibility that sudden death could be due to such a reaction to one or more antigens, or that it could be an independent effect of the underlying immunodeficiency.5
If atopy is a common factor in SIDS, it might be possible to predict, from family history, children at high risk and to protect such children by avoiding contact with the antigen. We 
Results
About half of the SIDS parents and about half of the controls gave a history of at least one of the allergic diseases in the questionnaire, and about half of both groups gave positive (>3 mm) responses to at least one of the 5 antigens (prick tests with the control solution were all negative) ( Table 1) . Results of the serum IgG, A, M, and E, IgE antibody to D. pteronyssinus, Timothy grass pollen, cows' milk P-lactoglobulin, and yeast opsonisation were remarkably similar in both groups (Table 2) , and, except in the case of IgE, all the results were similar to those in an earlier control series. None of the differences between the two groups was statistically significant. Similar numbers in each group had levels that were outside the diagnostic limits for our department for each test (Table 3) .
Discussion
Atopy is a highly familial phenomenon,4 and so parents of children with a syndrome associated with 
